A NEW BALANCE OF POWER?
the support of a rule of international behaviour
which is workable all round.
That rule would prevent alliance with a nation
that demands the right in all disputes to be its own
judge and rejects third-party judgment as 'pestiferous
pacifism*, which is the present attitude of Germany.
To accept that is to abandon defence altogether. Nor,
unless we are prepared indefinitely to abandon our
empire, can we accept the theory that the Have-Not
states must not merely have access to raw materials
on equal terms with others, but must actually govern
the territories containing the materials with the
right to close those territories against us. To grant
such a right to Germany is to grant it to Japan,
to Italy, to Poland and quite a number of others.
Such 'redistribution' would create infinitely more
problems than it would solve and would push the
world rapidly to utter chaos once more. To accept
such a policy is to stand for surrender and to stand
for war.
In considering a new balance of power certain
elementary facts must be kept in the foreground.
Germany, Italy and Japan, the Fascist states, are
also the 'Have-Not5 states, 'dynamic', expansionist*
If the solution of their economic difficulties is to be
along the lines of 'redistribution9, economic national-
ism and self-sufficiency, it means attempting an un-
workable solution at our expense. The solution
must be along the lines of equality of access for all
nations in the colonial territories of the world and a